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Nizam upon the subject, yet I am willing to believe you will APPENDH
have no difficulty in proving to him the expediency of leaving V_ B'_
this article to be ultimately adjusted between the Commander-
in-Chief of the Company's army and the commanders of his
Highness's contingent force, including the commanding officer
of the subsidiary troops.

With respect to the route to be taken by the Nizam's troops,
although this cannot be completely ascertained until the place
of junction with our array be determined, and therefore must be
left in a great measure to the discretion of the Commander-in-
Chief, exercised in concert with the officers commanding his
Highness's division, yet there appears to be no difficulty in fix-
ing some general direction during the earliest stages of the
march. Thus, whether the place of junction should hereafter be
appointed in the vicinity of Amboor Byacottah, or Coveriporum,
it will be equally convenient that his Highness's troops should
proceed by Kurpah. To this point, therefore, it cannot move
too soon: and before it can arrive there, the Commander4n-
Chief will be able to determine on the best direction for its
further progress.

It is of peculiar importance to ascertain the fifth point, or the
speediest period at which the junction can be effected, with the
utmost accuracy possible*

It being understood that unless the united armies could arrive
at Seringapatam by the middle of February, the siege and cap-
ture of that place before the setting in of the monsoon would
hardly be practicable: to guard against such a disappointment
it is absolutely requisite that the army, with its battering train,
should not be later in moving from Amboor than the end of
January; of course the Nizam's force ought to reach that place
(supposing it to be the appointed rendezvous) not later than
the middle of that month* For this purpose it is stated to me
that his Highness's troops should be in motion by the 5th of
December: but as in order to render the junction as secure as
possible, a circuitous route from Kurpah to Amboor (probably
by Dalmacherry and Chettoor) may be deemed advisable, it is
evident that they cannot commence their march too soon*
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